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Graduate School Certificate of Residence 
for Rhode Island Residents, New England 
Applicants Under the Regional Student 
Program, and Applicants in the Military

Failure to return this form (including the certificate of residence properly certified) prior to matriculation will result in your 
classification as an out-of-state student. Military students must complete this form and provide a copy of their military orders 
stationing them in Rhode Island. A military spouse must also provide a copy of a marriage license.

Please read the regulations on the next page defining resident and nonresident students for tuition purposes at the University 
of Rhode Island. For an applicant to be considered a Rhode Island resident for tuition purposes, he or she must have established a bona 
fide residence in the state for one full year prior to the first class day of the first term of his or her registration. If you are a New England 
resident, and the plan for which you are applying appears to satisfy the conditions specified in the University of Rhode Island Catalog, you 
should submit this form to request consideration for regional status. Please note that only selected plans are available under this reciprocal 
program. Determination of regional status is made by the Graduate School, which will notify the applicant of the final decision. 

Concealment of facts or untruthful statements may cause you to be subject to denial of admission and/or dismissal from the institution.  
In addition, Chapter 43, Volume 1, Section 11-18-1 of the General Laws of the State of Rhode Island provides severe penalties for giving a 
false document to a public official.

It is incumbent upon any student whose status changes from Rhode Island resident to nonresident or from regional status to nonresi-
dent status to inform the Graduate School and the Office of Enrollment Services promptly of the facts relating to his or her residence.

Applicant’s Name (as it appears on admission application)  _______________________________________________________________________

Social Security # ______ - ______ - ________  Academic Plan_______________________________________________________________________

Applicant’s Permanent Address  _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ Since (month/day/year):  ____ / ____ / ____

Are you a U.S. citizen?    Yes    No   If not, Alien Registration Number _______________________________________________________

Your visa is:    Temporary    Permanent

Are you applying under the New England Regional Student Program?    Yes    No

Certificate of Residence

(Prior to matriculation, Rhode Island residents and applicants for the New England Regional Student Program must submit this form, 
properly completed, to claim exemption from out-of-state tuition charges.) To be valid, applicant must show residency for a  minimum of 
one year.

Certification of Town or City Clerk (if a registered voter)*

This is to certify that ___________________________________________________ is listed on the records of this office as a legal resident of the

town/city of __________________________________________________________ since (month/day/year) _______________________________ .

* If not a registered voter, please complete the top portion of the form and provide a copy of each of the following items: long term lease  
or leases to prove residency for a minimum of one year or a deed if you own residential property in R.I.; a R.I. driver’s license; and a R.I. 
state income tax return (if available).

	 Signed _______________________________________________

 
	 TITLE _________________________________________________

 
	 Date _________________________________________________

 
	 SEAL:

	FOR URI USE ONLY 
	I	 ________________________________ 
	O	 ________________________________ 
	R	 ________________________________ 
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Regulations Defining Resident and Nonresident Students  
at the University of Rhode Island

(Adopted by the Board of Governors for Higher Education in 1993.)

A. CHARGES FOR TUITION AND FEES
1. A student who is a resident of the State of Rhode Island shall be classified 
as a “resident student” and shall pay all tuition and fees prescribed by the 
Board of Governors for in-state students in public higher education. 
	 A student who is not a resident of the State of Rhode Island shall be 
classified as a “nonresident student” and shall pay tuition and fees pre-
scribed by the Board of Governors for out-of-state students in public 
higher education.

2. Nothing in these regulations shall be construed to revoke, amend, or  
otherwise affect any agreement relating to student tuition and fees now in 
effect or entered into in the future pursuant to the provision of the New  
England Board of Higher Education Compact.

B. DEFINITIONS
1. For the purposes of determining a student’s classification, the word  
residence shall mean a student’s domicile: the student’s true, fixed, and  
permanent home and place of habitation. 
	 A nonresident student who reaches 18 years of age while a student does 
not by virtue of that fact alone become a resident student. 
	 The ownership of real or personal property in the state and/or the  
payment of municipal and/or state taxes in Rhode Island and/or mar-
riage to a Rhode Island resident shall be evidence of, but shall not alone 
establish, residence.

2. The term emancipated student shall mean a student who has attained the 
age of 18 years and whose parents and/or guardians: 
	 (a) have entirely surrendered the right to the care, custody, and 
earnings of such student; and 
	 (b) have not claimed the student as a dependent for tax purposes for 		
two years; and 
	 (c) whose income was not taken into account by any private or govern-	
mental agency furnishing financial education assistance to the student,  
including scholarships, loans, or otherwise.

If any of the aforesaid tests are not met, the student shall be presumed to  
be unemancipated.

C. CRITERIA
1. Unemancipated Students 
	 (a) Any unemancipated student whose parents or guardians have been 
residents of the state for one year immediately preceding the first class  
day of the first semester of the student’s registration in a public college or 
university shall be classified as a resident student as long as the parents or 
guardians continue to be residents of the state. 
	 (b) Any unemancipated student who initially was classified as a nonresi-
dent student may thereafter obtain reclassification only if the student’s  
parents or guardians establish and maintain residence in Rhode Island for  
a period of at least one year prior to the first class day of the semester for 
which the student seeks to be reclassified as a resident student. 
	 (c) The residence of an unemancipated student, including those whose 
parents are divorced or legally separated, shall follow that of the parent  
who has legal custody and/or the parent who is responsible for the financial 
support of the student, whichever favors the student’s request for resident 
student status. 
	 An unemancipated student under guardianship shall be required to 
present satisfactory documentary evidence of the appointment of the 
guardian in addition to a certification of the residence of the guardian, 
which shall be considered the residence of the student unless there are cir-
cumstances indicating that such guardianship was created primarily for the 
purpose of conferring the status of resident student status on the student. 
	 (d) An unemancipated student whose parent is a member of the Armed 
Forces and stationed in the state pursuant to military orders shall be entitled 
to the classification as a resident student during any semester the first class 
day of which is encompassed by the orders. A member of the Armed Forces 
or his or her spouse stationed in the state on military orders shall be entitled 
to classification as a resident student.

2. Emancipated Students 
	 (a) Any emancipated student may be classified as a resident student if  
he or she meets the following tests:

1) At the time of emancipation, the student’s parents or guardians were 
residents of Rhode Island for one year immediately preceding the first 
class day of the first semester of the student’s registration at a public 
college or university. OR 
Having become emancipated, the student establishes and maintains  
residence in Rhode Island for one year immediately preceding the first 
day of the first semester of his or her registration at a public college or 
university; and 
2) The student does not hold residence in another state or foreign  
country; and 
3) The student is and continues to be a resident of Rhode Island.

	 (b) Any emancipated student who initially was classified as a nonresi-
dent student may thereafter obtain reclassification as a resident student 
only if the student establishes and maintains residence in Rhode Island for 
a period of at least one year prior to the first class day of the semester for 
which he or she seeks to be reclassified as a resident student. 
	 A student from another state or foreign country who is enrolled at a 
public college or university for more than six credits per semester shall be 
presumed to be in Rhode Island primarily for educational purposes and will 
be presumed to have not been a resident of the state during the time so  
enrolled. Continued presence in Rhode Island during vacation periods or  
occasional interruptions in the course of study will not, of itself, overcome 
these presumptions.

D. PROCEDURES FOR INSTITUTIONS
1. The Residency Officer shall classify each person accepted by a public  
college or university as a resident or nonresident student. Said classifica-
tion shall be based upon all relevant information made available to the 
Residency Officer, including, but not limited to, information submitted by 
or on behalf of the student. The Residency Officer may, as a condition of 
registration, require such written documents and other relevant evidence as 
is deemed necessary or helpful to determine the residence of the applicant.

2. Any student who has been classified as a nonresident student and who 
claims that his or her status has changed during attendance at the institu-
tion may request the Residency Officer for a reclassification, submitting rel-
evant evidence in support of this claim. Based upon relevant evidence, the 
institution may request the Residency Officer to reclassify a student, if the 
student’s status has changed during attendance at the institution. 
	 If the Residency Officer determines that the student has become a 
resident, the student shall be classified as a resident student effective with 
the beginning of the semester next following the determination. Decisions 
on classification will be communicated to the student in written form. Re-
quests for a change of classification will not be considered more than once 
in any semester.

3. Any student who is classified as a nonresident student by the Residency 
Officer may, by filing a written request with the Residency Officer within  
30 days of receipt of notification of the classification, appeal the Residency 
Officer’s decision to the Board of Residency Review. The Residency Officer 
shall thereupon transmit the record, including a statement of the reasons 
for the decision to the Board of Residency Review, and the board shall de-
cide the appeal upon the record together with such additional written in-
formation as the student may furnish or the board may require. The Board 
of Residency Review shall hold an informal hearing. The decision of the 
Board of Residency Review shall be final.

E. PENALTIES
Misrepresentation of facts in order to qualify for resident student classifi-
cation shall be considered cause for suspension or permanent exclusion 
from a public college or university. Moreover, it may subject the student to 
criminal prosecution.


